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5 T 4 . 2004 
 
TO ALL CLERGY AND CONGREGATIONS OF THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 
Dear Friends 
From discussions with colleagues in some of our larger provinces, it has become apparent 
that as a Church community we are suffering quite seriously from our people not having 
received sufficient information to understand clearly the conflict between the General 
Episcopal Synod and the former Netherlands Prov



3 :    T h e  O r d e r  o f  O u r  L a d y .   E a r l i e r  ( G E S  1 2 ,  2 4 4 4 ) ,  t h e  S y n o d  h a d  a g r e e d  b y  a  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  
t o  i n t r o d u c e  a n  O r d e r  o f  M a r y  f o r  w o m e n  w i s h i n g  t o  s e r v e  i n  t h e  S a n c t u a ry  o r  i n  t h e  p a s t o r a l  
f i e l d .   I t s  s t a g e s  w e r e  t o  b e  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  M i n o r  O r d e r s ,  b u t  d i f f e r e n t ,  i n  t h a t  t h e  a d m i s s i o n s  
w e r e  t o  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  n a m e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  p o w e r ,  o f  t h e  H o l y  L a d y  M a r y .   T h e  O f f i c e  o f  
D e a c o n e s s  w a s  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  s i x t h  s t a g e  o f  t h e  O r d e r  o f  M a r y  ( l a t e r ,  t h e  O r d e r  o f  O u r  L a d y ) .   
B y  m i d  2 0 4 2  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s  h a d  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a n d  t r i a l e d ,  a n d  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  h a d  t e s t i f i e d  
t o  t h e i r  h a v i n g  b e e n  p o w e r f u l  a n d  a t m o s p h e r i c .   T h e  D u t c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e c l i n e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  



produced no basis for agreement.  The Dutch insisted that that they must have their Bishops 
back and be allowed to ordain women, and I advised them that the Synod had only recently 
re-affirmed its policy on these issues, and would not budge.  In the late afternoon, during a 
coffee break, I retreated  Synoto the nearby chapel.  




